
Musconetcong River Management Council 
 

DRAFT Minutes of a general meeting, April 21, 2020 
 
The meeting was convened at 7:05 by teleconference under the direction of President Charlie 
Fineran.  The meeting was also attended by Kelly Green, Bob Delpizzo, Pam Bailey, Bill Leavens, 
Dwight Pederson, Erik Henriksen, John Wetzel, Anthony Fasano, Laura Tessieri, Katie Parrish, 
Melissa Castellon, Nancy Lawler, Mary Paist Goldman, Cinny MacGonagle, Keith Fritschie, Beth 
Styler Barry, Albert Krouse, Paul Kenney attended.  Executive Director, Alan Hunt and MWA 
Executive Director Cindy Joerger also attended.  A quorum was achieved.  There were no 
visitors. 
 
 Notice was given of this meeting as published in the Star Ledger and the Express Times in 
accordance with the NJ Open Public Meetings Act. There was a quorum.   
 
Meeting procedures were then discussed.  The meeting was advertised publicly, but we do not 
know who will be joining from the public.  The audio was being recorded.  Members on the 
phone were advised to state their name prior speaking. 
 
The first order of business was approval of the February meeting minutes as amended.  Motion 
was made by Cinny MacGonagle and given second by Albert Krouse.  They passed with three 
abstentions.   
 
Under New Business, the NJ Surface Water Quality Standards were discussed.  On April 6, new 
rules were announced by NJDEP.  This is the first rule change since 2008.  About 600 miles of 
river statewide were re-classified to higher standards.  Unfortunately, some river miles including 
Weldon Brook in the Musconetcong watershed had degraded and were not included.   The 
degradation classification of some river sections was unexplained.  MWA issued a press release 
that included a quote by Charlie Fineran that was published in the Hunterdon Democrat.  For 
the Musconetcong watershed, Mine Brook, Lubbers Run, Scout Run, and Cowboy Creek were 
recognized and re-classified as trout production habitat.  Additional comments were submitted 
in the MRMC notes to NJDEP.  We submitted comments that criteria should include exceptional 
recreation areas and that was progress toward elevating the river to FW1 status.  That would 
significantly increase protection to the Musconetcong.   
 
Lake Hopatcong:  Since the last meeting the lake Management Plan is being revised. There was a 
March meeting to guide the revisions of the plan.  The general consensus was that the plan has 
been working well and no major revisions would be warranted.  Future meetings have been 
postponed and will be re-scheduled.   Melissa Castellon responded that a schedule should be 
coming out shortly.  There was a request for better definition of roles and responsibilities in the 
plan.   At present there is water going over the Lake Hopatcong dam.  She also noted that the 
state’s parks are closed and have had no activity recently. 
 
Under old business, the sewer service area on the Haberman/Hampton site was discussed.  DEP 
is still going through the comments submitted and they may have to request additional 
information from the applicant.  NPS did weigh in (following discussion in the NPS report.) 
 
MWA and MRMC submitted letters to DEP to elevate the issue of invasive species in an aquatic 
habitat.  This was specifically to address the New Zealand mudsnail.  MWA has been monitoring 
and providing public education on the issue.  The aim is to reduce the spread of the snail into 
other watersheds.  The state needs to develop a coordinated response.  Right now the state has 
no resources to respond to aquatic environmental insults, however there is a point person at 



DEP.  They do not have a response as yet but they are aware and are working towards one.  
Charlie asked if a follow on letter would be helpful.  Alan responded that the initial letter was 
well supported and there should be an appropriate response if DEP can identify the agency that 
should be dealing with aquatic invasives.  We continue to work with Trout Unlimited. 
 
Alan Hunt then gave his report as Executive Director.  The Corona virus has severely impacted 
planned activities and the National Park Service is aware of this.  Virtually all activities have been 
suspended or re-scheduled.  Virtual River Watcher training is on the MWA website.  Run for the 
River is a do-it-yourself virtual run with a sign up page on the MWA website.  Please promote it.  
Charlie urged that the Run information be distributed to the Townships.  Some of the river talks 
are virtual.  Coordinated hiking and paddle trips are on hold for now.  In-school education 
programs are suspended until schools open.  Camp Musky is still on and MWA is taking 
reservations.  The Warren County Heritage Bi-way program is suspended for now. 
 
Alan then reported on the new Wild and Scenic Coalition activity in Washington DC.  The MRMC 
and two other partnership rivers were represented along with many western rivers.  Participants 
met meetings with BLM, National Park Services and other Federal agencies and interacted with 
other lobbying groups.  That led to the connection with the NPS DC staff and an understanding 
that water quality was a factor that the Park Service does monitor in Section 12C.  NPS 
understands the connection between surface and subsurface waters.  That, in turn, led to the 
NPS letter to NJDEP on the Haberman site.  Meeting with staff at the agencies is important for 
protecting the river.  Alan found strong support in the NJ Congressional delegation for the 
Muscnetcong and he Delaware.  One policy issue was funding increases.  The Musconetcong has 
a $400,000 allocation from Federal funds, but we generally get less than half of that.   
 
There were two applications to NFWF under the Delaware River Restoration Fund.  One 
proposal was ‘Push back the lawn’ to encourage development of buffers on private lands.  We 
are looking to install buffers on two miles of stream at private or municipally owned locations. 
MRMC members are asked to locate suitable properties between Kingshighway and 
Bloomsbury. 
 
Charlie asked if our funding might be endangered due to the changes in Federal funding.  Paul 
Kenney will address that.  Fiscal 2020 funding has already been allocated. 
 
Alan then discussed a progam to accelerate funding to education initiatives.  The MWA Mill, 
water trails and other activities have an educational component.  We want to improve data 
collection, signage, an interpretive plan for the Mill, the River Park (after removal of the island 
building), improvements to the MWA trail that involves bridges for an ‘out and back’ trail.  We 
want to make Asbury a destination for educational activity.  Charlie noted that the Council 
supports all of these program activities.   
 
The Treasurer noted that NPS grants are literally keeping the lights on. 
 
Paul Kenney then gave the NPS report.  There have been adjustments to the agreement 
between NPS and the MRMC.  There is wide latitude in re-purposing program funding so long as 
changes are in keeping with the plan.  He has given up on getting NPS compliance staff to be 
involved in the removal of the Changewater pipes.  Paul reached out to DEP to effect removal.  
The segment ‘C’ addition is going nowhere because the Department of Interior senior staff has 
shown little interest in that or in the new Unigrid brochure.   
 
Lastly, Paul commented on the NPS letter to NJDEP on Haberman.  Under the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act, NPS has no authority, but the 12C section in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act does 



permit work to reduce or eliminate pollution in the river and can request action through any 
State or Federal agencies.  However, Alan’s meeting with senior staff broke the logjam so that 
the letter could issue.  Establishing that the subject property was a river recharge area and there 
is an obvious groundwater connection.  There was also a focus on reducing fecal coliform and 
that has been evidenced by the Montclair State work.  Lastly, here is no TMDL for thermal water 
pollution as it relates to trout and recreational fishing.  The letter should be introduce some 
good science into the consideration pf the Haberman site at DEP. 
 
Charlie asked if the fact that this is a builder’s remedy (COAH - affordable housing) application 
would affect the DEP decision.  No.  There is no consideration given to housing needs.  Beth 
asked if there could be a similar NPS letter on the Hampton warehouse projects.  Mr. Kenney 
responded that NPS might have direct jurisdiction due to the fact that there is a clearly 
identified stream on the property.  He is more than aware of it and is speaking with NJDEP staff. 
 
Alan spoke of the Changewater pipes about getting a response to his earlier letters on the issue.  
He can go to NJDEP, but he cannot go directly as yet.   
 
Under MRMC Committee reports, there were none.   
 
Charlie then requested municipal and organization reports.  Charlie reported there is a pending 
project in Waterloo, but the parks are closed and that is on hold.  Beth reported that the main 
topic in Franklin Township is the warehouse proposal.  The Township is planning to meet 
virtually, but there is no plan for public meetings planned.  Bob Delpizzo asked about the film 
festival that was to be held in November.  That group will have to meet virtually.   
 
Keith Fritsche (Trout Unlimited ) reported that the organization is looking to re-introduce trout 
in area rivers.  He also requested NFWF to remotely survey every crossing in the watershed to 
assess aquatic organism passage.  That would include 150 passages in the Musconetcong.   
 
Laura Tessieri reported the RC&D staff is working remotely with farmers on EQIP funding.  
Things are delayed but they continue to work toward contracting projects.  RC&D has assessed 
the soil quality of 27 farms.  She is also working on webinars for farmer education outreach.   
 
Kerry Green reported that Hopatcong State Park hosted a virtual meeting to put together a lake 
management plan.  However all of Highlands Council grants are on hold due to the state budget 
freeze.  She is looking to provide grant funding for an expanded study through Montclair State 
for river water quality above Hampton.  She will reach out to Paul Ryan (Chevron) on the 
Changewater pipes.  Hearing from other concerned parties might move that along.  No new 
money can be allocated right now from the Highlands Council.   
 
Cinny asked if there was an update on the Bloomsbury dam removal by Army Corps.  They are 
pursuing permitting now, but Alan doesn’t have a current update.  Charlie is considering a 
proposal to continue with videoconference meetings in the future. 
 
On motion by John Wetzel that was given many seconds, the Council voted to adjourn at 9:17. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 


