
 

 

Musconetcong River Management Council 
 

Minutes of a general meeting, December 15, 2020 
 

The meeting was convened at 7:00 via video conferencing under the direction of President Charlie 
Fineran.  Attendance is per the attached sign in sheet.  Notice was given of this meeting as published in 
the Star Ledger and the Express Times in accordance with the NJ Open Public Meetings Act. There was a 
quorum.  There were no guests. 
 
The first order of business was the approval of the October minutes. The minutes that were sent out with 
the meeting notification were approved as distributed on a motion by Beth Styler Barry that was given 
second by Al Ivany.  Paul Tarlowe and Keith Fritsche abstained on the motion.  The minutes were 
approved  with correcxtions in some spelling errors 
 
Under new business, the 2021 meeting calendar was proposed.  Suggestion was made to move the 
December meeting to the 14th of December.  We considered continuing to hold remote meetings.  
Participants appreciate the convenience, but an in-person meeting may be more appropriate fo some 
dissuasions.   Remote meeting attendance may be offered as an option.  On a voice vote on a motion by 
Cinny that was given second by Bill, the Zoom meetings will continue until we all feel safe in meeting in 
person. 
 
Albert Krouse made a motion to retain our notice publications with a second given Beth Styler Barry.  The 
motion passed. 
 

As the first oder of business, note was made that we are now part of the National Water Trails 
System.  Alan showed sign proofs that will be installed at various river access points.  A number of boating 
trips have been identified that require different levels of skill.  The national recognition the river received 
got great local press coverage on the announcement with assistance from Warren County.  We are also 
finalizing the walking trails and these, too, will be identified by signage.   
 
Alan noted that we have made notification to NJDEP identifying areas of the river’s exceptionally high 
water quality.  This is to ensure that there will be no degradation of water quality by any development 
that required DEP approval.  The state FW1 standard meets EPA’s highest water quality standards.  This is 
a restoration standard and is comparable to the way the Lower Delaware is managed.  This would affect 
stormwater permits and proposals for powerplant constructions.   
 
Keri Green noted that with the Hampton project, the NJDEP discharge permit application is already in and 
any new standards would not apply although they would apply to new proposals.    There is interest in 
DEP about moving forward with this to better protect designated Wild and Scenic rivers as well as State 
and National Water Trails.  The Musconetcong Wild and Scenic designated segments start below Saxon 
Falls, but the water trails continue to the north and that would qualify that section of the river for greater 
protection. 
 
Alan then discussed newly proposed development projects. The Saxon Falls quarry in Mont Olive is 
adjacent to the state park on Waterloo Road in Morris County.  Bob Del Pizzo noted that the quarry below 
Route 80 has given notice that they may be continuing operation for another 40 years.  Next to that 
quarry is KDS which is a ‘landfill transfer station ’involving the movement of gravel and soil.  There are 
presently 75 trucks per day travel on Waterloo Road and a coalition of local residents are trying to 
address the situation.  Mount Olive has fined KDS for illegal operations, but they are continuing to 



 

 

operate.  The quarry is an old business that will be continuing to operate.  The Township is evaluating the 
project for pollution.  Charlie asked that if the quarry operation was flooded, how would that affect the 
Musconetcong?  Bob Del Pizzo  noted that the quarry does backfilling after they dig to restore the site.  
He will examine the quarry’s remediation plan.   
 
The truck traffic has expanded from prior years due to KDS operations.  The proposed mining area is 
substantial, lying between Waterloo Valley Road and the river.  The site is ¼ mile north of the designated 
Wild and Scenic area.  They have a permit for water withdrawal on site.  Their remediation document 
does not identify how they will discharge or use water on the site.  Mount Olive may have some records, 
but no discharge application has been made.  Alan is also continuing his monitoring of the site.  Keith 
Fritschie noted that there are temperature limits on that section of the river that can be monitored.  Alan 
has not heard back on an OPRA request for information from Mount Olive.   
 
Charlie asked if the MRMC should request temperature monitoring of the river in that section.  Alan 
responded that we should be watching if there any river changes that result from operations.  However, 
we should obtain baseline data on river conditions prior to any expansion of quarrying activity.  Perhaps 
the operator could be asked to share the monitoring costs.  It would be helpful if they were to monitor 
downstream of their operating site.   The Park Service has performed monitoring on their site.  Charlie 
proposed a motion requesting that Mr. Kenney advise and help us in gathering information.  Alan 
responded that the Council opposes discharges to the river that would impact the downstream Wild and 
S scenic sections.  No vote was taken but Alan will discuss with Paul Kenney. 
 
There is a communication tower 199 feet tall proposed near the quarry. River conditions.  Charlie asked 
that Alan and Paul discuss and develop a monitoring plan for the site.  There is a hearing on Dec. 17 and 
the Council can communicate our concerns to Mount Olive. Mr. Del Pizzo encouraged that effort and will 
use the Council concerns as talking points.  Charlie made a motion that Mr. Del Pizzo represents the 
Council at that Mount Olive December 17 Planning Board meeting and will express our concerns.  Beth 
Styler Barry gave second and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
There is also a proposed 990 foot radio tower to serve local emergency services in Bethlehem Township.  
The comment period closes December 23.  The tower will take 5 aces out of an existing park but an 
additional five acres will be dedicated in the area.  There are historical resources in the proposed area.  
Paul Kenney will request models on site to evaluate the viewshed from the Musconetcong Valley.  
Franklin Township is on record as being opposing the site.  Beth Barry is the Franklin Township 
representative.  Cinny attended the public meeting and advised us that suggestion was made to move the 
tower to existing nearby township property that would serve the same purpose.   
 
There is an opportunity for the MRMC to submit comment and suggest alternatives to minimize the 
impact of the project.  We need to recognize that the requirements of the emergency services must be 
addressed.  The Bethlehem Council members have agreed that the alternative Township site would be 
acceptable.  Cinny suggested using the existing letter in opposition as a basis for our resolution.  The 
Highlands Council has oversight on the site and has commented on a NEPA review of the project.  No 
exemptions for that project have been granted by Highlands.  Charlie made the motion and Beth gave 
second on the resolution to submit a letter to Bethlehem Township recommending that an alternative 
site be specified for the tower listing our concerns. The measure was adopted unanimously. 
 
The next project to be considered was in Washington Township (Warren) for a maintenance facility on 
Route 31 that is within 200 feet of the river.  There is concern about stormwater drainage from the site.  
Another concern is the location of the septic site near the location of Federally listed endangered species 
that use the forest for habitat.  The Planning Board hearing on the matter is being continued into January.  



 

 

The applicant’s planner has not yet addressed water discharge issues.  This has not yet gone to DEP so we 
can comment later.  The Township Environmental Commission is aware of the proposal. Alan will forward 
to Al Ivany his comments on the project for the Environmental Commission.  Alan proposed we adopt a 
resolution questioning the identified environmental issues on the site and submit testimony citing our 
concerns.  Bill Leavens made the motion and Charlie gave second on the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
The last proposal was the Tobias Farm in Franklin Township.  In their evaluation of the property, DEP has 
ignored a listed stream that is identified on a number of state maps.  The Township has used DEP’s lack of 
any such recognition as a reason to allow the developer to proceed.  Paul Kenney will be submitting a 
letter to DEP on this issue.  The Township has adopted a resolution adopting a Payment-in-lieu-of-Taxes 
scheme on the property after the Land Use Board passed a resolution in favor of adopting the PILOT.  
Skylands Preservation Association had a lawyer and a planner present at the Land Use Board hearing.  
They presented effective testimony that may be used in any future lawsuit against the Township. Because 
the Park Service is involved, Alan does not believe that the Council needs to take additional action.  We 
could follow Paul’s lead in the letter he has sent, but the National Park Service is a Federal Agency and is 
an authority that is certainly superior to this Council.  Charlie would like to see the Council go on record 
on this.   
 
We will see what Paul’s letter is and follow with a letter.  Cinny moved that we follow on the National 
Park Service opposition and direct a letter expressing our concerns about the project.   Second was given 
by Robert Del Pizzo.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Under new business, members are requested to reach out to their municipalities to re-appoint them to 
the Council and recommend an alternative.  We will be generating letters recommending that 
municipalities make appointments after the first of the year.  Most members hold one-year 
appointments. 
 
The Waterloo Canal silhouettes have been completed.  They are quite beautiful and are receiving much 
favorable comments because they provide context to the site.. 
 
On the issue of the Wild and Scenic Film Festival, we are looking for municipal contributions to support 
the project.  As a ‘virtual ’project, this may turn out to be much more versatile.  Katie Parrish asked about 
sponsorship and what the terms and benefits would be.  We did have to pay for the rights to show the 
films.  MWA did that and we will be Promoting and sponsoring the festival on social media.   
 
Alan noted a solar project in Holland Township.  Dwight Pederson  followed up with numerous agencies 
to secure an easement and parking area for fishing access.  Site owner, IPP, is fine with a parking lot and 
they will not stop people from accessing fishing at the site, however, the MRMC cannot provide ‘official ’
sanction to access to private property. 
 
The next issue was the Byram Wawa.  Katie Parrish reported that the gas station proposal has been 
continued.  Their Environmental Commission has made comment to the Planning Board about 
stormwater and site conditions.  There is another Byram application for scrap recycling, but there are 
both benefits and disbenefits to that proposal.  She noted that the Council’s previous comments on 
Wawa were very helpful.  There is also a proposed car crushing and recycling site proposed and there are 
concerns about automotive fluids and how they will be managed. 
 

Regarding the segment ‘C ’designation at Holland and Pohatcong, there have been responses to the 
letters we submitted requesting the site be recognized by NPS but there is no update now. 



 

 

 
Executive Director, Alan Hunt then made his report.  He noted that historic signage for the Mill and 
Rieglesville have been submitted for production.  Hunter Research did the Mill signs and they are very 
comprehensive.  They should arrive in January.  The Rieglesville sign describes the site at the confluence 
with the Delaware and the activity that occurred there as well as the changing uses of the river.  This was 
done in conjunction with the Delaware River Partnership.  Note the signs have common styles.  This is all 
part of building the ‘brand ’of the river.  Paul Kenney reviewed the language. 
 
Bill and Cindy noted the weekend Asbury Mill tours that were very successful.  Due to Covid MWA  limited 
the attendance, but we did have a lot of drop-ins.  It was not a fundraiser, but people donated $500.00.  
Silent auction items were on display.  There was tremendous public interest and many of the participants 
related to the building on a personal level.  The Silent auction runs through Saturday. 
 
Lastly we are tracking volunteer hours.  Please go on line and enter your hours.  This is how we show to 
the Park Service that we meet our match for public hours.  There is a link to the sign up sheet that is 
distributed once a month.  Council members are advised to bookmark it.  With new grant funding, MWA 
is hiring a new person to do public engagement and volunteer management so it may be easier to track 
your hours.  Recognition for volunteer work  is about $30.00 per hour.   
 
Municipal and NGO reports:  Paul Tarlowe reported that a new housing development is going in on Route 
57 in Mansfield.  They are looking at groundwater discharge but they are presently using a large holding 
tank that is being pumped periodically.  Keri Green reported that the Holland Solar Farm has been sent 
back to the Highlands Council for continued review.  Our concerns are the visual aspects from the river, 
but that is not the Highlands Council’s.   
 
Keith Fritschie reported that TU has assessed a number of road crossings on the river in Holland and 
Pohatcong that may serve as impediment to fish passage.  They have recently come up with an 
economical means to survey the river crossings and that may prove to be consequential for extending the 
effort. 
 
Katie Parrish asked how to deal with Lanternflies.  There are resources available for defeating them 
through the County Extension.  Penn State also has extensive resources. 
 
The meeting was adjourned on acclamation at 9:15. 
 

Respectfully submitted. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


