
Increased Recreational Use of the River
By Alan R. Hunt, Ph.D., Director of Policy and Grants

To combat and cope with the pandemic, 
we have changed the pattern of our 
lives. So too have the recreational 
patterns of the Musconetcong River. 
The spring started off generally the 
same with anglers coming out in search 
of trout, but when the flows were good 
for paddling, it seemed like there were 
fewer groups of boaters. As summer 
kicked in toward late June, the promise 
of cool water drew in more people at 
some river access points than usual. 
For a 46-mile-long watershed, there 
are about 60 public access points to 
the lakes and river. This makes the 
Musconetcong River easy to access and 
enjoy. And that’s what hundreds of 
families did this year. While this is a 
great boost to our local eco-tourism, 
landowners of those public access 
points have a lot of sites to monitor and 
protect.

Also, with people come trash. It’s an age 
old issue, but it’s how we know so much 
about past people from archeology – 
from what they left behind. Can we ever 
eliminate it?  Probably not. But there 
are things that can be done to monitor 
and manage recreational access points 
so they remain attractive resources.

MWA often receives inquiries and 
complaints from members of the public 
about trash or trespass issues. Staff and 
volunteers respond to these inquiries, 
and are in contact with the watershed’s 
public land managers – state, county, 
and municipal. Each of these agencies 
have staff, including maintenance, 
rangers, and law enforcement who can 
respond to a wide range of issues. This 
year’s issues ranged from parking on 
private property, to trash, to illegal 
campfires, and overcrowding – an issue 
in these times of social distancing.

Numerous reports on 
social media seemed 
to exacerbate the 
issue – or at least 
the perception of 
recreational overuse 
(e.g. crowding) or 
misuse (e.g. picnicking 
and swimming 
where allowed, 
trash, dumping, 
etc.). Curious about 
whether what we 
heard on social 
media reflected 
on-the-ground issues, 
both MWA staff and volunteer River 
Watchers surveyed access points this 
summer. We saw there were certain 
hot spots, like Point Mountain and 
Waterloo Road. In general, sites that are 
highly visible along County roads with 
water access seemed to have the most 
usage issues. But most (two-thirds) of 
the watershed’s other 59 access points 
weren’t crowded and were free of trash. 

Because the Musconetcong River has 
a collaborative advisory group, the 
Musconetcong River Management 
Council, made up of municipal, county, 
and non-government groups, like the 
MWA and Trout Unlimited, we are 
able to respond to an issue like changing 
recreational patterns collectively. 
During a meeting held this summer, staff 
from the State Park Service, Wildlife 
Management Areas, and Hunterdon 
County Parks spoke about how each 
of their agencies were addressing the 
changed pattern of recreational use.

Hunterdon County was seeing increased 
usage of its riverfront properties, 
especially at Point Mountain Reserve. 
The demand for swimming, especially 

when beach areas at Round Valley or 
Spruce Run close, usually results in more 
traffic at Point Mountain. Swimming is 
not a permitted activity at Hunterdon 
County Parks. Their solution was to 
post a ranger, communicate the park 
rules, and post a traffic sign with park 
information in English and Spanish.

The Wildlife Management Areas, which 
include most of the Musconetcong’s 
almost 60 public access points, are 
primitive. No campfires or swimming 
are allowed. The issue most common 
with the fishing access points were 
illegal fires and trash, along River Road 
in Bethlehem Township, for example. 
New signs on Watershed Management 
Area rules were posted, law enforcement 
staff patrols were increased, and 
maintenance staff responded to issues 
with trash.

Allamuchy Mountain State Forest has a 
number of access points along Waterloo 
Road, including at Saxton Falls.  
The sites are easy to access and also had 
trash issues. Previously, the State Park 
Police dug through trash for receipts 
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Information sign posted by Hunterdon County at Point Mountain, 
Friday, September 11, 1:30 pm.

contnued on page 6



Welcome Karen!
Karen Buchanan has recently begun 
providing bookkeeping services to the 
MWA.  She started her own bookkeeping 
business in 1996, after leaving her 
position as a Controller at a Real Estate 
Development Company to raise her two 
children. As her children grew, she 
grew her bookkeeping business. Now 
that her children are grown, and on 
their own, her business now consists 
of 18 non-profit organizations and 4 
for-profit business accounts. Most of 
her accounts are in the environmental 
area, and she feels these organizations 
are contributing to provide a healthy 
environment (land, water, and air) for 
the now and into the future.
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Welcome Joe!
Joe Hernandez joins the MWA as the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) AmeriCorps 
Watershed Ambassador this year. Joe 
has always had a great passion for 
aquatic life as he spent most of his days 
hiking and exploring around the waters 
in his hometown of Great Meadows, NJ. 
This interest developed into a career 
path that led him to Stockton University 
where he pursued a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Marine Biology. While most of his 
internships took place on the coastline, 
he was happy to return to his home 
after graduation to bring back a wealth 
of knowledge he accumulated through 
his experience abroad and locally to 
share with his community to foster a 
mindset of stewardship of the region’s 
watersheds. In his spare time, he is an 
enthusiast of fishing, bird watching, 
kayaking, photography, and creating 
videos for his educational YouTube 
channel, “Joe the Naturalist”.

For the past 20 years, the AmeriCorps 
New Jersey Watershed Ambassador 
Program has sought to teach the 
importance of becoming stewards of 
our shared water resources and build 
careers in environmental conservation. 
This program, is administered by the 
“NJDEP’s, Division of Water Monitoring 
and Standards.” AmeriCorps is a 
national service initiative that engages 
more than 70,000 Americans each year 
in intensive service to meet critical 

needs in education, public safety, 
health, homeland security, and the 
environment. To learn more about the 
NJ Watershed Ambassadors Program, 
visit the NJDEP website, https://www.
nj.gov/dep/wms/bears/americorps.
htm, or email Joe at ambassador@
musconetcong.org to learn more about 
the projects he plans to take on while 
serving as Watershed Ambassador for 
2020-2021.

Joe Hernandez

New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) AmeriCorps 

Watershed Ambassador

Karen Buchanan

MWA Bookkeeper
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Watershed Invader: The Spotted Lanternfly
By Christa Reeves, Water Quality Field Specialist

NJ is once again under attack by a 
foreign invader. The Spotted Lanternfly 
(Lycorma delicatula) is the latest 
unintended consequence of a global 
marketplace. This destructive insect is 
believed to have entered the country 
as egg masses on a stone shipment in 
2012. The first infestation was found 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania in 2014 
in a wooded area of Tree of Heaven 
(Ailanthus altissima), it’s host species.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) is on the front lines of assessing 
and combating this latest invasive pest. 
Two of the MWA’s former water quality 
interns, Jeff Branham and Levi Morris, 
are working for the USDA Department 
of Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS). Both are working 
in the field to map and assess the 
spread of the Lanternfly and its invasive 
species counterpart, Tree of Heaven. 
One approach to reducing the spread of 
the fly is to remove or treat its preferred 
food source. However, what makes this 
pest so devastating, is that it feeds 
on a wide range of fruit, ornamental 
and woody trees, which could seriously 
impact the country’s grape, orchard, 
and logging industries.

So, where is this threat?  The most 
up-to-date information shows it in New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, New 
York, Virginia and Delaware. In New 
Jersey, the counties with confirmed 
cases are under quarantine restrictions 
and do not need to call to report sightings 
(Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, 
Hunterdon, Mercer, Salem, Somerset, 
and Warren). Outside of these areas 
you are encouraged to report them by 
emailing slf-plantindustry@ag.nj.gov or 
by calling 1-833-223-2840 (BADBUG0). 
While information will be put into a 
database, calls and emails will not be 
returned.

These pests are excellent stowaways 
and will hitch a ride, so if you are 
in an infested area, be sure not to 
transport firewood, landscaping plants, 
bricks, stone, metal, and other smooth 
surfaces. Also, thoroughly check your 
vehicles, trailers, and clothes to prevent 
accidently moving a Spotted Lanternfly.

Even though 
this pest is 
spreading at a 
rapid pace, there 
are measures 
we can take to 
manage local 
populations and 
stop the spread. 
When preparing 
for the winter 
holidays, check 
outdoor items 
for Spotted 
Lanternfly egg 
masses. Scrape 
any egg masses 
into a plastic 
zippered bag 
filled with hand sanitizer, then zip the 
bag shut and dispose of it properly. 
Inspect your trees and plants for signs 
of the Lanternfly, particularly at dusk 
and at night when they tend to gather 
in large groups on the trunks or stems 
of plants. Here are some low cost ways 
to help reduce Spotted Lanternfly 
populations:

• Vinegar in a spray bottle is a low-
cost, environmentally-friendly 
insecticide

• A shop-vac will help you gather 
large amounts at once, then crush 
them or use an insecticide

• Sticky paper has been used, but 
may also trap beneficial insects or 
small birds

• Remove Tree of Heaven from 
your property to diminish its food 
source

Be sure to sweep up and dispose of the 
dead bugs properly. One of the most 
entertaining ways of gathering this pest 
is to place an empty plastic bottle in 
front of its face, they will jump in!  

Native plants, while always important, 
become increasingly important in the 
fight against the Spotted Lanternfly. 
Native plants like milkweed, have a 
two-fold benefit. First, the Lanternfly 
will mistakenly eat this plant, poisonous 
to them, and die. Secondly, this native 
plant is the sole host for the migrating 

Monarch butterfly and will support it 
in its caterpillar phase. It’s a beautiful 
addition to any garden, so win-win-
win!

The NJ Department of Agriculture 
(DOA) has crews surveying outdoor 
areas and will be wearing easily 
identifiable clothing. If they come to 
survey an area near you, they will 
only request to search outdoor areas 
where the Spotted Lanternfly has 
been reported and will not request 
any personal information other than 
to confirm the name of the property 
owner. Their website (https://www.
nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/pi/prog/
spottedlanternfly.html) has resources 
for homeowners as well as affected 
business owners, such as landscapers 
and vineyards. Learn how you can help 
stop the spread.

h t t p s : / / n y s i p m . c o r n e l l . e d u /
environment/invasive-species-exotic-
pests/spotted-lanternfly/ 
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We Love Them. We Love Them Not.
By Tish Lascelle, MWA Board President

Finally, a few frosts 
have knocked back 
the tall grasses and 
it’s once again more 
inviting to hike the 
Musky Trail. When 
everything in nature 
starts to look brown 
and dead, things 
that were previously 
hidden can be 
observed – things 
like nests (ever been 
surprised by a massive hornet’s nest 
in a tree after the leaves dropped?), 
feathers from molting birds getting 
ready for winter, animal tracks as the 
ground gets wetter, and those masters 
of disguise, praying mantises. I came 
across this one hanging out on our new 
trail discovery signs (thank you William 
Penn Foundation for that funding). My 
amateur sleuthing tells me it’s a Chinese 
Mantid – based on size and the vertical 
stripes on its forehead. The name is a 
give-away that it’s a non-native mantid; 
they were introduced to the US about 
1900. NJ’s native mantid is the Carolina 
Mantid.

As a child of the 60’s, I grew up believing 
– like many people still do – that killing 
a praying mantis was illegal because 
they were endangered. This was never 
true. But praying mantises are on the 
short list of insects we collectively seem 
to revere. It could be the whole ‘looks-
like-they-are-praying-better-not-make-
God-mad’ thing, but we also like them 
because they are master predators. These 
carnivores have a voracious appetite for 
other insects we don’t like. For example, 
in the 60’s mantises were used to 
control the gypsy moth population. This 
summer, I saw many posts on Facebook 
celebrating the praying mantis anew 
because they were seen preying on the 
dreaded Spotted Lantern Fly – whose 
only other known predator in NJ is a 
human with a fly swatter or an empty 
soda bottle. At last! We desperately need 
way to control the lantern fly!

But not so fast. The problem is, they 
are equal-opportunity insect gobblers 
– just as happy to eat beneficial ones 
like butterflies and bees. Darn. They 
eat lantern flies; we love them. They 

eat good insects; 
we love them not. 
They are cool; we 
love them. They 
are non-native; we 
love them not. I’m 
so conflicted. In the 
end, I snapped my 
photograph of this 
one and left her 
alone – hoping she 
would eat several 
thousand more 

lantern flies before laying her eggs. A 
non-native lantern fly I would have 
mercilessly stepped on; I couldn’t bring 
myself to do that to a non-native mantis.

Back to the Musky Trail… I leave you 
with an assignment. On your next 
autumn trail hike (hopefully on our 
trail), see if you can find praying mantis 
egg cases. They will be on branches 
and they look like a brown stiff ‘foam’ 
mass. It is called an ootheca (gotta’ love 
a word that starts with two vowels). 
If you find one, don’t be tempted to 
bring it indoors or you will have 400 
mini praying mantises climbing up your 
walls in the spring. And if you think 
you want to introduce more mantises to 
your garden to combat the lantern flies, 
be sure you only introduce the native 
Carolina mantis.

Tish shares her experiences as a regular 
blog series featured on www.musconetcong.
org. Visit our website or subscribe to our 
Instream Updates to learn more about 
her biology observations from her hikes on 
the Musconetcong Wildlife Management 
Area trail in Asbury, Warren County.

Mantis egg case (ootheca).

Photo Credit:  
Flickr: Dendrocia Cerulea

The holidays are fast 
approaching and with them 
come popular shopping 
holidays, too. Black Friday 
sales are now virtual or in 
person, Small Business 
Saturday has become 
increasingly popular and 
inspires us to shop local, and 
Cyber Monday gives online 
shoppers a day to score 
some deals. But, if you find 
yourself among all of this 
holiday madness looking to 
give back, consider making a 
Giving Tuesday donation to 
the MWA.

Giving Tuesday has become 
a national day of movement 
to support local charities and 
non-profit organizations.  Your 
Giving Tuesday donation to 
the MWA will allow us to 
continue our education and 
outreach programs including 
our citizen science program 
and recreation trips.

This year, we, like many 
others, were faced with 
challenges brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  We 
made the difficult decision 
to move a lot of our major 
fundraising events and 
summer camp virtual and 
cancelled what we couldn’t 
otherwise host.  With your 
support, we can make up that 
missed income and continue 
our mission to protect and 
improve the quality of the 
River and watershed.

Visit our website to learn 
more about Giving Tuesday 
and to make your gift to the 
MWA.
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Clean As You Can This Fall
As MWA adjusts to the challenges that 
the pandemic brought on, we made the 
difficult decision to cancel or postpone 
most of our spring events, one of the 
most important being our Annual 
River Cleanup. Each April, hundreds 
of volunteers sign up to clean along the 
Musconetcong River in parks, at local 
businesses, along Watershed trails, and 
at our River Resource Center.

Despite having to postpone this 
milestone grassroots event, there was 
no shortage of residents and out of 
town guests visiting our watershed, 
recreating, and unfortunately, creating 
increased garbage.

Because of this increased need to clean 
up our watershed, and the significance 
this event has on our organization, we 
have reimagined our River Cleanup to 
our Clean As You Can event that is 
taking place now through the end of the 
year.

Last year, we had a record-breaking year 
with nearly 450 volunteers coming out 
to clean from Lake Hopatcong down 
to the Delaware River confluence. 
Volunteers collected over 350 bags of 
trash and recyclables as well as other 
large items like refrigerators, car parts, 
and 33 tires!

Sign up with a small group of friends 
or family to clean at a spot that is 
most comfortable to you. MWA will still 
provide you with trash bags and gloves, 
and we will arrange for trash to be 
picked up by haulers if you are unable 
to dispose of it properly on your own.

In turn, we ask each group to share 
your experience with us by submitting 
a short form and by using the hashtag 
#Clean4theMusky on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter. You can also 
tag @MuskyWatershed on social media 
and get involved with this in person and 
online hybrid season of giving back.

For more information, or to register, visit 
www.musconetcong.org/river-cleanups 
or email cleanups@musconetcong.org 
and a member of our Cleanup team will 
help you choose your supply pickup 
time and schedule your cleanup site.

Volunteers help keep the Muscky  
clean along Penwell Road  

in Mansfield Towbship, NJ.

Removing the Musky’s Largest Dam
The Warren Mill dam is the largest on 
the Musconetcong River. At 330’ wide 
and 39’ tall, this massive structure was 
once used to power nearby factories, 
but now sits obsolete. The New 
Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) lists the Warren 
Mill dam as a Class I High Hazard 
dam because the failure of this dam 
could result in loss of life or extensive 
property damage.

The property owner reached out to the 
MWA to help remove two dams on 
their property in Pohatcong Township, 
Warren County and Holland Township, 
Hunterdon County. The first was the 
Hughesville dam. The success of this 
removal led to the return of American 
shad reported less than a year later.

MWA is now tasked with removing 
the larger of these two dams at Warren 
Mill, which is a more challenging 
process. The Warren Mill Dam is almost 
completely impacted by sediment and 
silt accumulation along its entire 3,300-
foot impoundment. Because of the 
size of the structure and amount of 
sediment to be removed, there must 
first be a feasibility study completed to 
better determine how to safely move 
forward with this project.

Earlier this fall, MWA 
received $260,000 in 
funding through a 
NJDEP 319(h) grant  
to complete this 
feasibility study and 
determine next steps 
with this project.

The main goal of 
319(h) projects is to 
eliminate water quality 
use impairments in 
New Jersey’s list of 
impaired water bodies. 
This pass-through 
funding from the 
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA) stems from the 
Clean Water Act, so 
MWA worked with 
partners and local stakeholders to build 
traction for this milestone effort.

Representatives from Congress 
recognize the Warren Mill dam removal 
as an important step in the ecological 
restoration of our Partnership Wild & 
Scenic River and that its removal will 
create more habitat for native aquatic 
wildlife, like the American shad.

While a project of this scale...will 
take years...MWA is excited to take 
the first step in developing a plan to 
move forward. Removing the Warren 
Mill dam will prevent local flooding 
and make this section of the lower 
Musconetcong River more assessable 
to kayaking and canoeing. For more 
information on this continuing project, 
visit our website or follow the MWA on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter.

(From left to right) Sandra Meola, Coalition for the Delaware 
River Watershed; Ed Potasnak, League of Conservation 

Voters, Alan Hunt, Musconetcong Watershed Association; 
Representative Bonnie Watson Coleman; Tom Wells, the Nature 
Conservancy; Jim Waltman, The Watershed Institute; and Eric 
Schrading, NJ Field Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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or other identifiable information and 
charged people with illegal dumping.

What can you do to help? 
• Reporting recreational issues 

matters! Otherwise, agencies do 
not know there is an issue.

• It is best to report to the land 
manager directly. If you can’t figure 
out who that is, we can help. Call 
(908) 537-7060 or email info@
musconetcong.org.

• Participate in the River Clean Up 
by visiting www.musconetcong.
org/river-cleanups.

• Follow and promote Leave No Trace 
principles by visiting https://lnt.
org/why/7-principles/.

• Leave a trail or parking area better 
than you found it.

• Consider adopting a River Mile 
by contacting Nancy Lawler at 
nancy@musconetcong.org.

MWA is developing new recreational 
information that will highlight the many 
river access points and their appropriate 
uses. These resources are works in 
progress, begun before COVID-19, 
and supported by the William Penn 
Foundation and the National Park 
Service. They include an online Water 
Trail map, an online story map with 
photos and descriptions of each access 
point (including distance to water, 
parking area size, restroom availability, 
and other amenities) linked with actions 
to protect the watershed, and a National 
Park Service brochure for the river. We 
hope that this helps spread word about 
how to safely enjoy the river. With new 
river users come new opportunities to 
expand support for the river’s protection 
and the MWA.

‘A Busy Year’
continued from page 1

Information sign posted by Hunterdon 
County at Point Mountain, Friday, 

September 11, 1:30 pm.

Leaving a Legacy
As the holiday season approaches, 
we often reflect on the 
good we can put back 
into the world. We 
invite you to talk with us 
about leaving a bequest 
to the Musconetcong 
Watershed Association. 
Planned gifts help us plan 
for the future, and your 
gift lives on through our 
continued water quality monitoring, 
youth and adult education programs, 
river restoration projects, and so 
much more.

Even as we are physically distanced 
from one another, we 
can come together 
to ensure that clean 
water is protected in 
the Musconetcong 
watershed. Call (908) 
537-7060 or email 
info@musconetcong.
org to set up a virtual or 
in-person meeting with 

a member of our Board or Executive 
Director. Working together, we 
can improve water quality for 
generations to come.

The Musconetcong is Designated 
a National Recreational Trail
For the past few years, MWA staff 
has been working with partners at the 
Lake Hopatcong Foundation (LHF) 
and Mohawk Canoe Club (MCC) to 
get the Musconetcong designated as a 
National Water Trail.  Recently, the 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior approved 
this designation and the Musconetcong 
is the newest National Water Trail.

Along with being a Partnership Wild & 
Scenic River, this National Water Trail 
designation will help us to promote 
safe public access to the river, Lake 
Hopatcong, and surrounding trails , 
while creating more recreational 
opportunities in the watershed.

The Musconetcong River flows through 
state and county parks, historic hamlets, 
nature preserves, and through scenic 
agricultural landscapes. Through this 
designation, MWA hopes to increase 
eco-tourism in our region and further 
protect our watershed resources.

In conjunction with becoming the 
Musconetcong National Water Trail, 
MWA has been working with LHF and 
MCC to update our Water Trail Guide, 
which displays access points along the 
river for fishing and paddling. This 
updated brochure extends the river 
to show public access points in Lake 
Hopatcong as well as all the way down 

to where the Musky meets the Delaware 
River. Along with the facilities and 
estimated length of trips, paddlers can 
also learn the difficulty of each trip 
along the lake and river. 

MWA has also been working with 
Warren County to develop a virtual 
story map of the river that will expand 
on the information provided in the 
brochure. If you would like to be the 
first to learn when the interactive 
story map is live, subscribe to our 
Instream Updates by emailing info@
musconetcong.org. To learn more about 
this recent designation, or to download 
a virtual copy of the brochure, visit our 
website.

The Musconetcong River downstream from 
the former Hughesville dam site in Pohatcong 

Township, Warren County and Holland 
Township, Hunterdon County.
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For more information or to register for any of these events, please email info@musconetcong.org or call (908) 537-7060, 
unless otherwise noted. MWA River Resource Center (RRC) is located at 10 Maple Avenue, Asbury, NJ.

We’re Social! Follow us on:
Facebook

Musconetcong 
Watershed 
Association

Twitter
@MuskyWatershed

Instagram
@MuskyWatershed

Meetup
Musconetcong  

River Area 
Outdoor Activities

The Musconetcong Watershed Association (MWA) takes the health of our members, staff, and board seriously.  We 
advocate for the health of the river because clean drinking water improves the health of communities.  We have been 
closely monitoring the social distancing guidelines on group gatherings in New Jersey and have adjusted many of our 
events accordingly.  When possible, we have offered online alternatives, but many of our events have been postponed 
or cancelled.

Below are the fall events we are hoping to run, but please keep checking our website or subscribe to our Instream Update 
emails for the latest updates.  You can subscribe to our Instream Updates by emailing info@musconetcong.org and 
“Subscribe” in the subject line.  We hope you and your family stay healthy and safe during this uncertain time, and we 
look forward to seeing you when we can do so safely.

Saturday, November 28  Point Mountain Hike.  Meet at 10 am or 1 pm.  Each year MWA sets aside the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving to gather as a watershed community and hike Point Mountain!  This year is no different, it will just look 
a little different!  Due to the ongoing pandemic, we will be limiting the number of hikers to 10 to more easily ensure 
proper physical distancing on the hike.  We will also require participants to have/wear masks when they are not able to 
maintain the appropriate distance.  To accommodate more hikers, we will be offering this hike twice!  The first hike will 
be departing at 10 am, and the second hike will depart at 1 pm.  Hikers will use the Ridge Trail, which cuts through the 
forests and a mountain stream.  A scenic overlook along this trail provides a view of distant mountains and farmland 
in Warren County.  The trail is diverse and challenging at times, and includes a steep and rocky incline!  This is a good 
hike for beginner and expert hikers.  Bring a snack and water to the gravel parking lot on Point Mountain Road, 0.3 
miles from Route 57.  To ensure your spot, please email kyle@musconetcong.org to register!  MWA members are free!  
Non-members are asked to donate $3 per person (Not more than $10/family).

COMING SOON  Asbury Mill Tours.  Time TBD.  Get an exclusive sneak peek of the restoration work being done on 
the Asbury Mill by touring with an MWA volunteer tour guide.  These tours will show you all of the work that has 
been done on the interior and exterior so far, what is planned, and how you can help keep this important project moving 
forward.  Check back for ticket registrations, times, and more.

We’ve reached another milestone on the road to our goal of preserving and transforming the historic Asbury Mill.  
Someday, this circa-1867 building, listed in both the National- and State-recognized Asbury Historic District, will open 
its doors to visitors from throughout the Musconetcong River Watershed and beyond.

It will be an Interpretive Center, telling the story of human settlement in this area over more than 13,000 years, including 
its Paleo-Indian and Native American settlement, agricultural and industrial uses over the years, and current regional 
restoration and tourism-focused economic development efforts. Designation of the Musconetcong as a nationally-
significant “Wild & Scenic” River will be celebrated as recent proof that this Watershed area is truly a special place. 

Visitors to the Center will learn about, be connected with, and become inspired to protect and restore the unique natural, 
scenic, cultural and historic resources in this area. On top of all that, the fully restored Mill will provide new office space 
for a growing and ever more effective team at the Musconetcong Watershed Association.

Recent work on the Mill, including septic system improvements, electrical wiring and mandatory safety measures, 
weren’t glamorous, but they are significant. We can now apply for a limited use occupancy permit from the County, and 
then…. We can open our doors to you!

Except that it’s DARK in there. And we are eager to show off all that has already been accomplished. So hey, can you 
help us “Light Up the Mill?”

Visit our website to learn more about how you can help us buy lights for the historic Asbury Mill.



PO Box 113
Asbury, NJ 08802

What’s Inside:

uWelcome Karen and Joe
uIncreased Recreational Use of the River
uWatershed Invader: The Spotted Lanternfly
uWe Love Them. We Love Them Not.
uRemoving the Musky’s Largest Dam
uClean As You Can This Fall
uLeaving a Legacy
uThe Musconetcong is Designated 
   a National Recreational Trail

MWA Membership Application
Please enroll me as a member of the Musconetcong 
Watershed Association in which I will receive membership  
benefits and publications. I have enclosed a check payable to 
MWA for the membership category listed below:

q $20 Student q $100 Sustainer

q $30 Family	 q $250 Steward

q $50 Supporter q $500 Champion

q $1,000+ Life Member

Name:  ________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City: _________________ State: _____ Zip:  _________________

Phone:_________________________________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________

Mail to: 
Musconetcong Watershed Association

PO Box 113, Asbury, NJ 08802

The Musconetcong Watershed Association
The Musconetcong River Valley is rich in scenery, history, natural 
resources, and recreational opportunities. The river rises up in Lake 
Hopatcong - New Jersey’s largest spring-fed lake - and is shadowed by 
1,000-foot Highland ridges and slices through a deep, limestone river  
valley, flowing swiftly to the Delaware River. Along the way the 
“Musky” passes by state and county parks, bustling towns, vital 
industries, historic villages, and some of the most productive farmland 
in the state.

The Musconetcong Watershed Association (MWA) is a non-
profit organization formed in 1992 to protect and enhance the 
Musconetcong River and its related resources through advocacy 
and environmental education programs, scientific research and 
river restoration projects. The MWA scope spans the 158 square-
mile Musconetcong River Watershed, and includes portions of 
four counties, and all or portions of 26 municipalities. The 
Musconetcong River became part of the National Wild and Scenic 
River System in 2006.

MWA members are part of a network of individuals, families and 
organizations who care about the Musconetcong River and its 
watershed. They are kept informed about issues concerning the 
river and its related resources by receiving quarterly issues of the 
Musconetcong River News.
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